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I t has long been recognised that good communication is essential for science to flourish. One of the
ways in which The Royal Society, founded in 1660
and the oldest of the world’s continuously-existing
scientific academies, sought to improve the h o w l edge of natural things for the general good of
mankind was by holding regular meetings o f its
members. In earlier times scientists communicated
their thoughts and experimental data to “intellgencers” who collected and transmitted the
information by letter to a network of scientific correspondents. As these scientific letters grew in
importance, some scientists would have hundreds of
copies of their letters printed, and widely distributed.
Such developments stimulated the founding of the
world’s first scientific journal, the Philosophical
Transactions, which later became an official publication
for the Royal Society.
During the first two centuries of its existence,
information about the metallurgical interests within
the Royal Society was disseminated in the reports of
numerous chemists, engineers, mathematicians and
physicists. Now, two distinguished metallurgsts have
drawn from these contributions -written by over five
hundred Fellows - and produced a volume which
describes how metallurgy changed, first from an art
to a science, then became recognised as a separate discipline, and was later extended to become materials
science and engineering.
Readers of t h ~ sJournal may recall that papers fxst
recording the occurrence of platinum in the Chocb
disuict of New Granada were confiscated from the
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young Spanish naval officer, Antonio de Ulloa, by the
British Admiralty but later returned to him following
the intervention of Martin Folkes, the then President
of the Royal Society. Thus, it is no surprise that one
chapter in “Metals and the Royal Society” is entitled
‘Precious Metals - the Platinum Group’. In fact,
platinum metallurgy is one activity where the conuibution from Fellows, including Percival Norton
Johnson, George Matthey and Alan Richard Powell,
can be traced for more than two centuries.
Furthermore, most chapters concentrating on a particular subject area make reference to one or other
uses of the platinum metals, or to the involvement of
scientists who contributed to the advancement of
platinum metallurgy.
Towards the end of the volume, two hundred and
sixty-six pages are given over to biographies of some
five hundred and sixty-nine Fellows and eighty-three
Foreign Members whose work contributed to the
metallurgical themes of this book. These are supported by a number of Appendices providmg addtional
information mainly about their achievements.
Most readers are likely to be drawn to this worthwhile volume to check or extend their knowledge of a
particular topic, or to investigate the work of an individual. However, the information within the book is so
interesting that the reader will be stimulated to investigate the other chapters and fascinating biographies.
I. E. COTTINGTON

Ian E. Cottington retired as editor of this Journal in 1994. He is
interested in the history of platinum and its uses, and in new
developments in platinum technology, especially for clean energy.
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